Shared Writing Experience

Writing Workshop Institute, Jan. 2015


Minilesson Planning Sheet

	Unit of Study:

Informational Writing
Teaching Point:
Great writers generate ideas for informational writing by listing topics they know a lot about or CARE about.  This is important because information writers generally write about things they are passionate about.

	Materials Needed:
Projector

Poster

Writing Materials

Mentor Texts

Writer’s Notebook

Pen


	Connection: (create a metaphor or story that matches the TP—make it something that the kids can connect to, refer to previous teaching if it fits with the new teaching point, or show student samples or mentor texts with the new teaching point as a way to hook kids into the lesson)

Class, when I was thinking about what informational topics I want to write about, I definitely am more fired up to write about some things than other things.  For example, I do NOT want to write about hunting, because I hate hunting!  However, I love animals, so I would much rather write about rescuing animals than hunting them.
So today I want to teach you… (Say the teaching point here)

That informational writers often make a list of things they are passionate about (things that they really care about), so that they are fired up to write about the topic.


	Teach: (demonstrate unpacking the steps—give a little how-to)

Watch me as I…(say the teaching point here) show you how to make a list of things you are passionate about.
Give steps:
First, make a heading.  I’m passionate about… rescuing animals.

I’m also passionate about sports, like softball, tennis, and swimming.

I’m also passionate about politics, like the president and all the decisions that are made.

I’m also passionate about teaching writing!

Tell students that they may want to write long and strong about one of the topics that they are especially fired up about.
Did you notice how I…(say the teaching point again here)? Made a list of all the things that I’m passionate about so I can choose one of them later to write long and strong about.


	Active Involvement:   Let kids practice the strategy you just modeled.  Kids can turn and talk to try it, try it alone or both.  Decide if they are trying it with their own writing or a class shared writing piece.)

Now it’s your turn to try…(say the teaching point again here)
Give 30 seconds think time about what you’re really passionate about.
Turn and talk.

Discussion.  Try to elicit different topics.
So I was listening to _______________(name child) and he/she tried exactly this.  Let me share what he/she said…(you can share one or two examples depending on your time)

	Link: (Emphasize the importance of this work and the purpose for teaching this, review the chart, if there is one.  Remind the students of the strategy you just taught them once more.  )

Today and every day… (Say the teaching point one last time), it’s important to write about things you’re passionate about.  Some writers make lists to generate a plethora of ideas.


	Mid Workshop Interruption:

Possible teaching ideas:

-Find a child who tried what you did in the mini-lesson and share that

-Find a child who tried something you previously taught

-Find a child who tried something you will be teaching tomorrow or soon

-Talk about a management problem and how you will deal with it as a class moving forward

-Get kids ready for partner work.  You can say something like…”You’ll be meeting with your partner in a few minutes… Think about how they might help you with your writing today.
“

So writers today I want to share with you ……  TBD.
_____________________________________________________________________________

Teaching Share at the End of the Workshop (Gather students back at the rug):

Possible teaching ideas:
Highlight a student’s work (TBD).
-Find a child who tried what you did in the mini-lesson and share that

-Find a child who tried something you previously taught

-Find a child who tried something you will be teaching tomorrow or soon

-Talk about a management problem and how you will deal with it as a class moving forward

-Ask students to plan their work for tomorrow or to think about the work they’ll do tonight at home

-Give students the opportunity to share their work with partners and give each other suggestions for their future work

-Work on volume- ask kids to set a goal for how much they will write tonight at home or tomorrow in school- do they need to do more than they are doing???

So writers today I want to share with you ……





